[Rate of local recurrence and survival in patients with breast reconstruction following mastectomy].
A retrospective study was conducted covering 100 patients who underwent breast reconstruction with plastic prostheses following mastectomy during the period from 1975 to May 1986. They were compared with 100 patients (matched pairs) who had not undergone breast reconstruction. No significant difference between the two groups could be found as regards locoregional recurrences or the overall survival rate. The mean observation period was 86.5 months. Surgical removal of local recurrences did not necessarily involve removal of the prosthesis. Therefore, given adequate operability, and experience on the part of the surgeon, a breast reconstruction following mastectomy can now be performed on any patient desiring it to alleviate mental suffering.